Thoroughbred foals stand within minutes of birth on hooves developed in utero which are 28 covered by eponychium, also known as deciduous hoof. This is shed within a few days in a 29 2 healthy foal (Bragulla, 2003) . From birth, a growth ring is present in the hoof wall parallel to 30 the coronary band, and the horn proximal and distal to this line often differs in colour (Ellis, 31 1998). Smallwood et al. (1989) noted that in lateromedial radiographs of young foals an 32 indent in the hoof wall, described in this paper as a 'foal hoof crease' (FHC), was seen on all 33 four hooves, marking the event of foaling (Fig. 1) . However, Butler and Hintz (1977) Hoof wall renewal in all ages of horses has been poorly reported. Kainer (1987) Committee.
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Thoroughbred foals from four stud farms (n = 150) were assessed prior to and after routine 58 hoof trimming at 3 week intervals. Whether the fetal hoof was visible prior to hoof trimming 59 or not was noted for each foal. All hooves were trimmed by the same experienced farrier. Forty-five foals fulfilled the study criteria. The mean age at which the fetal hoof was removed 67 by trimming was 145 ± 15 days (95% confidence interval, 141.8-147.2), range 120-165 days 68 (Fig. 2.) . The Thoroughbred foals renewed their fetal hoof wall at twice the rate estimated in 69 mature horses (Kainer, 1987) . This is not surprising as the foot of a foal is smaller and 70 therefore there is a shorter distance for the hoof to grow from the site of origin at the coronary 71 band to the distal border. Additionally, it has been reported that the foal hoof grows faster 72 than that of mature horses (Butler and Hintz, 1977) . The term 'foal foot' has been used to describe hoof distal to the FHC (Ellis, 1998) . This is a 79 misnomer as the the hoof distal to the FHC grows in utero and should therefore more horses, once the initial lesion has been treated and epithelialisation has begun it is useful to be 92 able to predict the time that it will take for the new hoof generated from the coronary band to 93 grow down to the distal border. Submural abscessation often erupts at the coronary band 94 causing a horizontal crack in the hoof wall. The hoof wall will usually break when this crack 95 nears the distal border, and again it is useful to be able to calculate when this may occur in 96 order for preventive strategies to be employed. The limitations of this study resided in the methodology. As the trimming schedule was every 99 21 days this may mean that the accuracy of the data was ±10.5 days. Further studies of hoof 100 growth rates in foals and older horses would be beneficial to make similar calculations. 
